So       Chap. 2—duties, rights, and liabilities
being acted upon (q). For the purpose of coming to a
decision as to whether a licence given by a hirer to the
owner to enter upon the hirer's premises and seize the
hired goods is irrevocable, it is important to determine
what sort of interest, coupled with a licence, will render
the latter irrevocable. The following passage from C. J.
Vaughan's judgment in Thomas v. Sorrell (r) was cited
with approval in Taplin v. Florence (s), by Jervis, C.J.,
and by Alderson, B., in Wood v. Leadbitter (s).
" A dispensation or licence properly passeth no interest
" nor alters or transfers property in anything, but only
" makes an action lawful which without it had been
" unlawful, as a licence to go beyond the seas, to hunt
" in a man's park, to come into his house are only actions
" which without licence had been unlawful. But a
" licence to hunt in a man's park and carry away the
" deer killed to his own use, to cut down a tree in a man's
" ground and to carry it away the next day after to his
" own use, are licences as to the acts of hunting and
" cutting down the tree, but as .to the carrying away of
" the deer killed and tree cut down they are grants. So
" to license a man to eat my meat or to fire the wood
" in my chimney to warm him by, as to the actions of
" eating, firing my wood and warming him, they are
" licences; but it is consequent necessarily to those
" actions that my property may be destroyed in the meat
" eaten and in the wood burnt, so as in some cases by
" consequent and not directly and as its effect, a dis-
" pensation or licence may destroy or alter property."
Li Wood v. Manley (t) where goods were sold on the
terms that the buyer should be entitled to come upon
the land and get them, it was held that the licence was
irrevocable, but it is not very clear from the judgments
in that case whether the decision depended upon the fact
(q) Tayler v. Waters (1816) 7 Taunt. 374 ; 30 Digest 505, 7629 ;
Wallis v. Harrison (1838), 4 M. & W. 538 ; 19 Digest 28, 130.
(r) (1673), 1 Lev. 217 ;   30 Digest 501, 1594.
(s)  (supra).
(t) (1839), 11 Ad. & El. 34 ; 39 Digest 548, 7577. See also Wood v.
Leadbitter (supra); Taplin v. Florence (1851), 10 C.B. 744 ; 30 Digest
512, 1672a.

